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eepetrain;

PM flags off Vande Bharat s
CM Dr. Sarma attends the cegmony

Under NDA government there has been an intensive focus on
Impr ovement of railway infrastructure in Assam: CM

Dispur : Adding a new milestone in railKkamakhya Railway station here. It may beike comprises11AC 3-Tier coaches, four
connectivity for the Northeast, Prime Ministenoted that the high spe¥dnde Bharat sleeperAC 2-Tier coaches and one Fis&€ coach,
Narendra Modi flagged of IndigfirstVande train will run between Kamakhyaddion in with a total passenger capacity of 823
Bharat sleeper train from Malda, Assam Assam and Howrah iWVest Bengal. It is passengers (AC 3idr: 611, AC 2-Tier: 188,
Governor Shri Lakshman Pragacharya and India’s first Vande Bharat sleeper trainFirstAC: 24).The train will cover the distance
Chief Minister Dr Himanta Biswa Sarmamarking a remarkable achievement for thef 972 km between Guwahati and Kolkata in
attended the flag 6€eremony virtually from region and for Indian Railway$he 16-coach 14 hoursThe train is see page 10

CM Sarma distributes seed capital - ‘Gaanor Din’ Cel-
to over 36,000 women in Palasbari, €Prated in Barpeta

| Honouring Musician Diganta Bharati
self-reliance.“After the T _

cheque distribution, the[ s E e
Chief Minister addressed = e
the media and spoke o
various development-re-
lated issues concerning thg
region. He highlighted that
special attention is being
given to reviving South
Kamrup’s traditional Eri

|.I

b and Muga silk industries. WA il . A
l Dr Sarma stated that the ) _ Vil .

IR ir PR J : L government is actively re- Barpeta: Assam$ Barpeta witnessed vibrant cul-
Abhijit Kalita, MP School playground atviewing measures to im-ggr%;‘ﬁ(\’%gn&uﬁﬁggy %‘?’ Cr;eanaor\],%e[gnr:’]vl?;geéﬁzr&:gd
Guwabhati: Chief Minister Mirza in Kamrup district prove seed quality and eNjoricist composer an%j sinaer see page 10‘:

Dr Himanta Biswa Sarmaand witnessed a massiveure the long-term'Y : P 9 Pag

on Friday distributed seedgathering.“Under the sustainability of the indig- h | | d
capital cheques to a totaMMUA scheme, seed (e:?]pl]{sl\/l_si_lk se<|:to‘rThek TWO r InO Ca VeS E ease

of 36,051 women benefi-capital has been distrib-Chiet Minister also spoke ' .

ciaries of Palasbari LAC uted to 20,65,365 womenabout the proposed baCk |nto KaZ|ranga

under the Chief Ministés entrepreneurs across 8%alasbari township devel- )

Mabhila UdyamitaAbhiyan Assembly constituenciesopment, stating that Bokakhat : Two rhino calves were released back
(MMUA). The cheque dis- in the Sate, aimed at pro-planned urban growthinto Kaziranga National Park ofuesday The two
tribution programme wasmoting women-led enter would create new oppor calves were rescued from the park in 2020 and 2021.
held at Palasbari R B HS&prises and strengtheningunities and seepage10 The male rhino calves had been  see page 10
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Pad Six new hooks eleased at Buhadia
(An Assamese mem) Book Fair in Chamata, Nalbar

Nalbari : “Rejection should nevermean rejection of the writeHe uged
: : be treated as defeat; it can become tlileung authors to view rejection as a
SRI SRI SANKARDEV & force that sharpens creativitysaid guide for refining creativity and
ANANTA KANDALI'S popular author and young novelisemphasised sustained practice and pro-
Neelim Akash Kashyap while addressfessionalism as essential to meaningful
ing writers, publishers and readers &terary work. Munin BorkotokyAward-
the Burhadia Book Fair at Chamata iwinning short story writer and Chamata

b Nalbari on Saturday nighDespite the native Papari Barman highlighted the
DAbl’lAM bone-chilling Magh cold, the fair re-importance of stories rooted in local
mained lively till midnight, drawing life and folk traditionsThe session was

(The Sun of the myths] hundreds of visitors and enggng as a moderated by poet and educationist Dr

vibrant platform for literary exchangeBinay Kumar Mazumdarwith several
and cultural engagementhe writers- noted literary figures participating in
publishers-readers interaction, held otme discussionThe programme also
Saturday night at the Gaurikantavitnessed the release of six books,
Talukdar stage of the Burhadiancluding the ‘Padma Purandsomiya
Bookfair, continuing in the ChamataSaransh: Sati Beulaby 80-yeatold
Pathakpara Namghar premises, saauthor Nirupama Devi, ‘Kavyanubhav’
enthusiastic participation from boolby journalist Pradeep Kumar Barman,
lovers.The session was inaugurated bYAusir Sesh Pohaor by Nibedita
senior journalist and ‘Asonmiimes’ Dimple, and three dier titles by
editorin-chief M. Mahibur Rahman. Sonotora Devi. Qyanising committee
Addressing the gathering, populapresident Ganesh Barman said, public
young author NeelimAkash Kashyap response to the fair has been encourag-
Translated by dismissed the notion that establishadg, with strong attendance and promis-

publishers avoid new writers, statingng book sales despite the harsh winter
RITA BORUEH that rejection of a manuscript does nattated a press release.

Having not found her sorYoshoda cried aloud, EVICtlon Drlve In EaSt Ka‘rbl

As losing h If :

oo e ANGIONG Targets 350 Bighas of
"N have b ki breast " 1

Whre fom i god o deathcame. Encroached Irrigation Land

and took you away ?
Whom will | call as Krishna Karbi Anglong : A major eviction ation. The operation is supervised by

- drive has been launched by authoritigke KarbiAnglong Autonomous Coun-
O my son,the shining of my home in Assams East KarbAnglong aiming cil (KAAC) with an aim to reclaim gov-

What haveYou done with me? to free 350 bighas of government irriernment land designated for irrigation
The arrow ofYour grief pierces me! gation land in the Bakulia area fronpurposes that have been encroached
Who has taken my son away? encroachersThe eviction drive tayets upon over time. Further reports suggest
Whv have | not died?" over 2000 families residing in more thathat a lage number of residents had vol-
y ’ 750 housesAs per reports, many resi-untarily cleared their occupied portions
Thus she beats her breast on earth! dents have already vacated the larhead of the scheduled eviction, con-
Having seen the state ¥bshoda, following eviction notices issued totributing to the orderly conduct of the
The milk maid's “began to cry them by the authoritiesThe drive, exercise. People were informed in ad-

Havina not seen Krishna which began early ofuesdayis being vance through dicial eviction notices.

g : ' conducted peacefully so faDver 500 This allowed them time to make aker
Tears burnt their faces, they had no peace and police personnel have been deployed mmative arrangements for themselves.
happiness maintain law and order at the site andAAC Chief Executive Member (CEM)
Calling Krishna aloud,they cried by looking at prevent any untoward incident duringuliram Ronghang has declared that this
Yoshoda the eviction. Reportedlyforces from will be the lagest eviction operation in

' _ both Karbi Anglong and East Karbithe region, aimed at clearing encroach-
Let us stop the matter of yearning Anglong, with the Superintendent ofments by non- Karbi and illegal settlers
And see what happened with the demon already Police are directly monitoring the situfrom VGR-PGR land.

As h flying with Krish "
emanememsemosa VETEran social worker Bacha La
And losing all strength, he stopped in the middle

Gupta passes away at 84 in Hojal

It seemed a mountain was kept on his shoulder

Unable to throw Him awayhe began to shriek Hojai : Well-known Ayurveda ex- Along with his business, he was asso-
Krishna caught him tight by his neck. pert, businessman, writepoet, and ciated with many other institutions. He
Feeling restless,his soul went out social worker Bacha Lal Gupta passadas a former chairman of the govern-
. ' away at the age of 84 on Sunday at hisg body of the local Marwari Hindi
Void of sense, the demon Chakrabat fell down akesjdence in Lalpatty in Hojai, creatPrathamik Vidyalaya and a former
Braja. ing a wave of grief among his wellmember of the governing body of
Rita Boruah wishers and family members. Gupt&ashtrabhasha Hindi High Schoéls
99545-94823 Was known for his soft speech, friendlyanAyurveda expert, he used to provide
) nature, religious values, and frankneskis services free of cost.
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Pradip Nath : A Life in Art, Cartoon, and Conscience

(A reflective and deeply human parait of an artist whose brush and line
have consistently engaged with beautgthics, and the conscience of society

high school years, he continuethrough art. Over time, Pradip
= Heramba Nath to be a caring, attentive studengntrusted the schosladministra-
deeply appreciating and valuingion to gifted pupils, confident
contrast, his moth& unwaver the guidance of his respectethat they would preserve and
ing support allowed him to navi-teachersThese years were nohonour its guiding philosophin
gate this early adversity withmerely about refining tech-2023, responding to persistent
compassion and sensitivitynique—they were a period ofcommunity requests and moti-
Within this delicate balance ofmoral, philosophical, and aesvated by his enduring commit-
loss, guidance, and emotionatihetic formation. Pradip im-mentto education, he inaugurated
nourishment, Pradip cultivatedmersed himself in literature, mu-a new art school at Rupkonwar
the empathyattentiveness, andsic, and local theatre, cultivatingAcademy Changsari, with the
moral consciousness that woul@ nuanced understanding of husupport of Principahbdul Firoz.
later define his artistic philoso-man expression and cultural heriThrough these initiatives, Pradip
phy, his professional integrity tage.The synthesis of rural obserreinforced his belief that art is not
and his approach to life itself. vation, literary engagement, andolely an individual pursuit but a
From the earliest years of higormal schooling nurtured a senshared, transformative endeavour
childhood, Pradip exhibited a resibility that married technical skill that nurtures talent, fosters cul-
markable capacity for observawith reflective thought, empathy tural literacy and cultivates moral
Pradip Nath, celebrated as onéion. Unlike many children pre-and intellectual depth. awareness in the community
of Assam$ most luminous and ac-occupied with fleeting amuse- Following his secondary edu- Pradip Nath began his profes-
complished artists, illustratorsments, he lingered over thecation, Pradip pursued highesional career in 1997 as an illus-
and cartoonists, was born in theninute details of life. He noticedstudies at Saraighat College, berator for theAssamese daily
year 1972 in Changsari, a serertde subtle glimmer of sunlightfore enrolling at the GovernmennewspapeAmar Asom, then ed-
and picturesque village nestled ithrough leaves, the silent converCollege of Art and Crafts, ited by the eminent litterateur
the Kamrup district ofAssam. sations etched on villagers’ facesGuwahati, diliated with Gauhati Homen Bogohain. These early
Changsari, with its undulatingthe rhythm of insects in the monUniversity Here, he undertookyears provided rigorous training
green fields, meandering streamspoon rain, and the faint scent othe rigorous five-year Bachelor oin both craft and conscience.
and the gentle rhythm of rural life freshly tilled earthThese obser Fine Arts (B.FA.) in Painting, Working in journalism taught him
was more than a mere geographi-ations were not merely aesgraduating with distinction into distil complex narratives, so-
cal location—it was a living, thetic; they were profoundly ethi-1996.These years were transforcietal concerns, and public senti-
breathing classroom for youngeal, teaching him the impermamative both technically and philo-ment into immediate, engaging,
Pradip.The village unfolded like nence of life, the inteconnect- sophically Pradip immersed him-and thought-provoking visual
a painters palette: the earthyedness of all beings, and the quiself in classical and modern arforms. His illustrations were
aroma after monsoon rains, thenythms that govern human exmastering line, composition,never mere decoration—they be-
golden shimmer of sunlight acrosgstence. Drawing and paintingform, and coloyrwhile engaging came conduits of empathsocial
paddy fields, the chorus of birdbecame, for him, acts of inquirywith the ethical, cultural, and in-reflection, and ethical communi-
at dawn, and the whisper of bamand reflection—a means to comtellectual dimensions of artisticcation. These formative experi-
boo groves swaying in the windprehend the human condition angractice. He studied Indian tradiences in visual storytelling laid
The seasonal rhythm of sowingommunicate insights that wordsional techniques alongside Eurothe foundation for a career defined
and harvest, the intimate humaalone could not expres$hese pean modernist approaches, striby intellectual rigormoral reflec-
interactions, and the quiet ritual§ormative experiences cultivatedng to harmonise technical mastion, and creative excellence.
of village life instilled in him a a sensitivity to both visual andtery with creative expression. From 2001 to 2020, Pradip
deep sense of continuityarmony emotional subtleties, forming theDuring this period, he developederved as a regular illustrator and
and observation. From an earlypedrock of his artistic vision anda lifelong conviction that art mustcartoonist forAsomiya Pratidin,
age, Pradip learned to perceive thghilosophical depth. Pradipfor serve multiple purposes: aesthetiwhile also contributing to the
extraordinary within the ordinary mal education began atbeauty moral reflection, cultural weekly Sadin, the monthly
to discover beauty not only in theChangsari Lower Primarycontinuity, and social engage-Nandini, and the literary maga-
visible landscape but in theSchool, where his extraordinarynent. For Pradip, true artistry dezine Satsori. His creative output
ephemeral subtleties of humaaartistic aptitude soon attracted atmanded empathyntellectual cu- flourished during these years, ex-
expression and the unspoken paention.Teachers and peers alikeiosity, and an ethical sensibilityploring themes of social justice,
etry of daily existence. He was talrecognised his ability to capturecapable of addressing the humapolitical turbulence, human suf-
ented by birth, naturally giftedlandscapes, human figures, andondition. Even as a studentfering, cultural introspection,
with an artistic eye and a reflecimaginative scenes with preciPradips instinct for mentorship ethical dilemmas, and the quiet
tive sensibility Born to Late sion and emotional depth. Evemnd education was evident. lmignity of daily life. His cartoons
Nagen Chandra Nath and Maikam these early years, Pradip wa$994, he founded his first artblended humour with profound
Devi, Pradip inherited a lineagea loving and devoted student, alschool in Changsari, creating @mpathy offering critique with-
steeped in humilityintegrity and ways showing respect and admispace where young artists couldut alienation. In 2020, he joined
moral fortitude. His fathea man ration for his teachers, and eagdearn both the technical and ethiThe AssamTribune as a regular
of quiet wisdom and disciplinedto learn under their guidancecal dimensions of artistic expresi#lustrator and cartoonist while
living, instilled in him the values Early encouragement instilled insion. He personally guided stueontinuing contributions to
of responsibility and ethical up-him the confidence to pursue artlents in brushwork, compositionGariyasi, DainikAsam, andAsom
rightness, while his motharnur  seriously transforming it from a colour theory and, critically in  Bani, consolidating his position as
turing presence &red him pa- private passion into a vocatiorthe reflective practice of observ-one ofAssam$ foremost visual
tience, love, and moral guidancesuffused with purpose. His con4ing and interpreting lifeThe commentators on societyulture,
The early demise of his father pretinued education at Changsarschool became a hub for experiand human experience.
sented young Pradip with responHigh School and Changsarimentation, attracting aspiring art- Pradip5 contributions in book
sibilities beyond his years, deHigher Secondary School saw higsts from surrounding villagesand magazine cover design are
manding resilience, self-reliancefascination with art evolve intowho sought not merely to acquirgrodigious. From 1994 to 2026,
and an acute awareness of the fran ambitious pursuit of creativeskill, but to cultivate awarenesshe designed approximately 1000
gility and depth of human life. Inexcellence. Throughout his sensitivity and social consciencecovers for see page 9
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Nilmani Phookan: A Pioneerof
Imagism In Assamese Poetr

m Lalit Nath (1977), Kobita (1981), Nrityaratamedium for inner anguish andhumerous prestigious awards, in-
Itakhola Prithivi (1985) and Sagartalirself-examination. In response taluding the Raghunath Chaudhuri
Shankha (1994). Latehis com- tragedies such as the Nellie magtward (1972), SahityaAkademi
Nilmani Phookan stands asgrehensive collection Sampurnaacre, he occasionally abandomsward (1981), Jagaddhavard
one of the foremost figures inKobita (Complete Poems, 2006)magery for stark, almost bare 1an¢1988), Padma Shri (1990),
modernAssamese poetryidely preserved the full trajectory of hisguage to convey the collapse oAssamValley Literary Award
recognized as the pioneer opoetic journeyApart from his civilization and humanity (1997), Sahitydkademi Fellow-
imagism in the languagdhe original poetryNilmani Phookan Nilmani Phookars poetry mas- ship (2002) and finally the high-
foundation of his poetic imagerymade significant contributions agerfully weaves together theest literary honour of India—the
lies in nature, which he portraysa translator introducing beauty of nature, personal pai®6th Jnanpitward in 2021—for
sometimes as serene,tender adsamese readers to world literaand social-historical conscioushis lifetime achievement. “He
meditative and at other times ature through translations of Japaness. His imagery reflects a poibecame the thirdAssamese
restless,intense and full of connese poetryFederico Garciagnant blend of folk culture, an-litterateur to receive this distinc-
flict. These contrasting imageg.orca,Aranyar Gaan,Chinese po<ient simplicity modern sensibil- tion, after Birendra Kumar
beautifully reflect the dualitiesetry and moreAs an editoyhe ity and profound suggestivenesBhattacharya and Indira
inherent in human lifeThrough compiled the important anthologyLines such as Goswami “On 19 January 2023,
symbols, metaphors and vividuri ShatikaaAsamiya Kobita in Dhansiri paar hol-ei pothar /at the age of 89, Nilmani Phookan
natural scenes,the poet express&877, which remains a valuableathoba jia maas ne jia gosopassed away at Gauhati Medical
his profound emotions, philo-document of contemporarygondho” capture the living sen-College Hospital. His departure
sophical insights and the subtldssamese poetr{Through his sations of village soil, wateand marked an irreparable loss to
pulsations of the humanessay collections—such adife. Nature here is not just a vi-Assamese literature—a radiant
heart.“Having spent his childhood_okkalkapdristi, Rup-Barna-Bak, sual image, but a presence fillednd luminous voice forever si-
and youth in the aesthetically rictShilpa Darshan, Bichitra Lekhawith memory In lines like lenced. Nevertheless, transcend-
natural surroundings of Dgmon Bonphul and Anwesha—he  Gadhuli Gopalar piralit ing the boundaries of time, his
village, nature in Phookas'po- broughtintellectual depth and exbohi...”, nature becomes a mepoetry continues to live eternally
etry is never merely a decorativgpansion teA\ssamese literary criti- dium for inner reflection. ImagesEnriched with profound imagery
background, it becomes a livingcism and art theo§The everin- such as “Shilor saakor seca&vocative language and philo-
companion to human feelingsspiring green enchantment of nashamukiya jui / Nairanjana nodirsophical vision, Nilmani
This deep fusion of nature’ ture, which has illuminated hu-paani ekanjoli’evoke spiritual Phookans creations will remain
beauty with the delicate emotiongnan consciousness across gene@sntemplation. In contrast, thea perennial source of inspiration
of the human soul lends his workions, deeply nourishedlines on the Nellie massacre abarand guidance for future genera-
an exceptional sensitivity and?hookans poetry through his don imagery for stark language;tions of poets and writers. His po-
spiritual depthWhile nature re- meditative contemplation. Draw- Konu nai iyat ‘shishu nari etic legacy has firmly established
mains central, images of humaing from this natural inspiration, briddho”exposes the moral colAssamese language and literature
beauty love, rebellion and otherhe crafted a highly suggestive anthpse of civilization and the dev-on the global stage, ensuring that
experiences also occupy signifiimage-laden poetic language imstation of humanity In recog- his creative heritage remains un-
cant space in his poetfyhrough Assamese, inaugurating a newition of his monumental contri-diminished and immortal forever
meticulous word arrangement angoetic movement that blended theution to literature, he received Mobile : 99541-39493
an enchanting, suggestive lanbrevity of Japanese haiku with the .
guage style,Nilmani Phookan haphilosophical depth of European AASU Observes Swahld
given poetic form to the grandeupoetry“Nilmani Phookans cre-
of nature,thereby enrichingative achievement has enriched™\, . A .
Assamese poetry with greatenot onlyAssamese literature but DlwaS In DUlIaJan Honours
breadth and deeper meaniAdr. the wider Indian literary tradition , ) !
though influences from Frenchas well. Through the evocative A A t t IVI t
and English literature,painting,use of natural elements—sun, Ssam gl a Ion ar yrS
sculpture and music are clearlyiver, flowers,smoke—he unveils . _—
present in his work, the highlyprofound philosophical truths of _Duliajan: TheAll Assam Sudents’Union (AASU) on December
evocative and image-rich poeti@xistence.The intimate union oft8 observed Swahid Diwas in Duliajan, marking 46 years since a
language he developed in hisature with human emotions, thdragic police firing during théssamAgitation that claimed the lives
mother tongue remains trulythemes of love and separation,thg four student activistS'he commemorative programme was held at

remarkable.The harmonious intesense of emptiness, death and ré€ entrance of the Oil India Limited (OIL) township, the site where
gration of word choice, symbolspirth form the core of his poeticthe incident took place in January 1988e day was dedicated to the
imagery form, themes and phi-universe. Influenced by the confmemory of Swahid\jit Neog, Swahid Kumud Deka, Swahid Nripen
losophy in his poetry constitutesciseness and suggestive power &ora and Swahid Nagen Deka, who were martyred while participating
a profound poetic journey into thelapanese poetrjis poems re- In a protest rally during the historic movemehday-long programme
truths hidden within the post’ main brief in form yet vast andWas oganised under the leadership of Monjil Deka, General Secretary
subconscious.“Nilmanideep in meaning.“His work en-Of the Duliajan Regionalt&dents'Union. The observance began with
Phookars poetic career began ircompasses a wide range of sufioe hoisting of theAASU flag by Kalyan Gogoi, President of the
1963 with the publication of hisjects—from social séiéring and DPuliajan Regional tadents'Union, followed by a prayer meeting held
first collection, Surya Henu Namithe ruins of history to personaff @ solemn atmosphere. MembersAg{SU, along with representa-
Ahe Ei Nodiyedi, Over the de-experiences and memories—crdives from various social and culturalgenisations, gathered to pay
cades, he produced several landting a multi-dimensional poetichomage to the martyra. highlight of the event was the participation
mark works, including Nirjanatarworld. His imagery frequently Of the families of the slain students, who joined othersfering their
Shabd (1965)Aru Ki Naishabda transports readers directly into théoral tributes at the memorial site. During the ceremamsU Gen-
(1968), Japanese Kobita (1971)ural landscapes éssam, where eral Secretary Samiran Phukan formally unveiled statues of the four
PhuliThoka Suryamukhi Phultornature becomes the embodimerpartyrs, commemorating their sacrifiokddressing the gathering,
Phale (1973), Golapru Kaint of life, memory and lived eXperi_Phukan highlighted the historical importance of AssamAgitation

(1975), Golapi Jamur LagnaenceAt times, nature serves as and the sacrifices made by the martyrs for safeguarding the rights and
identity of the people cAssam.
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Saving Kaziranga: The Elevated
Highway That ProtectsWildlife

crossings into tragic encounterang and upgrading of the 85.67+orest dficials emphasize that the
-Satyabrat Borah Conservation records paint &ilometer KaliabofNumaligarh corridor will not only curb ve-
heartbreaking picture of the toll.section of NH-715 to four laneshicle-related deaths but also re-
Nestled in the floodplains of Over recent years, dozens ofjar At its heart lies a 34.5-kilometerduce broader human-wildlife con-
the mighty Brahmaputra River inmammals have perished in veelevated corridor specifically de-licts by allowing freer movement
Assam, Kaziranga National Parkicle collisions near the parksigned to span the sensitivand less straying into human
stands as one of India's most pr&etween 2020 and 2024, at leastretch adjacent to and through theettlements.
cious natural treasuredhis eighty-two such incidents claimedoark’'s southern boundary Of course, such an ambitious
UNESCOWorld Heritage Site lives, including endangered hog The elevated structure will riseundertaking has not been without
spans roughly 430 square kilomedeer elephants, and rhino$he above the ground, creating a viadebate. Some environmental
ters across Nagaon and Golaghgear 2022 saw a particularly grinduct that allows vehicles to traveloices have raised concerns about
districts, ofering a sanctuary topeak with twenty-two deaths,uninterrupted while leaving thepotential ecological impacts dur
an extraordinary array of wildlife. while flood seasons routinely adégpace beneath open and unolng construction, including noise,
It shelters the world's lgest to the count as desperate animasdructed for animal movementyvibrations, and temporary habitat
population of the greater oneattempt to flee rising waters.  This design draws inspiration frondisturbances that could fatt
horned rhinoceros, with over two These losses extend beyonsguccessful wildlife-friendly high- breeding or movement patterAs.
thousand of these magnificentndividual tragedies; they threaterways elsewhere in India, such afew have uged thorough assess-
creatures roaming its grassland¥e delicate balance of populathose in other national parks whereents by international bodies like
and wetlands. Beyond rhinos, th&ions already under pressure froroverpasses or elevated sectiondNESCO to ensure compliance
park is home to tigers, elephantgoaching, habitat fragmentationhave dramatically reducedwith World Heritage guidelines.
wild water bufalo, swamp deer and climate-driven changes irroadkill. By covering all nine iden- Others point to the scale of inter
hog deerand a dazzling varietyflood patterns.The highway's tified animal corridors, the corri-vention in a sensitive ecosystem
of birdlife nearing five hundredtwo-lane configuration, narrowdor ensures that elephants can leattd question long-termfetts on
speciesThe landscape itself is aright-of-way in places, and poortheir herds, rhinos can wandand soil, hydrology or microhabitats
dynamic mosaic of tall grass-geometric design exacerbate théeer can flee floods without evebeneath the structure. Proponents
lands, beels or seasonal wetlandgsks. Heavy trdfc, estimated at stepping onto asphalthe open counter that careful planning,
riverine forests, and scattered ethousands of passenger car unitsiderpass will maintain naturawildlife-friendly engineering, and
evated patches known aslaily, flows relentlesslywith little light, vegetation continuityand minimal construction windows
chapories that serve as refugeegard for the nocturnal or flood-auditory cues, minimizing disrup-during non-monsoon periods can
during the annual deluges. driven movements of wildlife. tion to migratory behavior mitigate these risk§.he project's
Every monsoon, from JuneDrivers, often unaware or unable The project extends beyondlignment avoids core zones where
through Septembgneavy rains in to react in time, contribute to ahe elevated portion. It includegossible, and lessons from similar
the region and upstream ircycle of mortality that conserva-upgrading 30.22 kilometers of exviaducts suggest that once opera-
Arunachal Pradesh swell thdionists have long described assting roadway and constructingional, benefits far outweigh tem-
Brahmaputra, inundating much obne of the gravest man-madepproximately 21 kilometers ofporary disruptions.
the park. Floodwaters can subthreats to Kaziranga's inhabitantgreenfield bypasses around the As the project moves forward,
memge seventy to eighty percent Efforts to mitigate this conflict towns of Jakhalabandha and embodies a hopeful shiftin how
of the area for days or even weeksave evolved over tim@uthori- Bokakhat.These diversions will India approaches infrastructure in
at a timeWhile moderate flood- ties have implemented speed reeroute through-tréit away from ecologically fragile areas.
ing nourishes the ecosystem by restrictions, installed warning signscongested urban stretches, furthétaziranga's animals have sur
plenishing wetlands and depositand deployed senstiased cam- reducing pressure on the park-adrtived floods, poachers, and
ing nutrient-rich silt, excessiveeras in some corridors to monitojacent highwayThe overall align- changing climates for genera-
inundation forces animals to seekehicle speeds. During severenent integrates with other majotions, but the relentless advance
higher ground. For many speciedloods, temporary measures likeoutes like NH-127, NH-129, andof roads and vehicles posed a
that means migrating southwardime-bound trafic regulations State Highway-35, promisingmodern threat that traditional
across what has long been a-petim to create safer windows foismoother connectivity betweermeasures could no longer contain.
ilous barrier: National Highway crossingsYet these steps addres&uwahati, Kaziranga's tourismBy elevating the highwaghe cor
715, formerly known as NH-37.symptoms rather than the roohubs, and industrial centers likeidor literally lifts human activity
This vital roadway connectscause: the physical intersection dlumaligarh.Travel times will above the natural world, granting
Guwabhati, the state capital, t@& high-volume arterial road withshorten, safety for commuters willwildlife the freedom to follow
easterrAssam and beyond, link-irreplaceable wildlife pathways.improve, and economic opportuancient instincts without paying
ing towns, industrial hubs, andThe need for a more permanentjities in trade, tourism, and emthe ultimate price.
tourist destinations(et for wild- structural solution became inployment will expand. Oicials In time, travelers speeding
life, it represents a deadly dividecreasingly evident, prompting dis-estimate the construction phasalong the new foulane route may
The highway runs parallel tocussions among foresttmials, alone will generate millions of glance down to see herds grazing
the park's southern boundaryhighway planners, and environperson-days of direct and indirecpeacefully or elephants moving
separating the low-lying flood-mental experts. jobs, benefiting local communi-unhurriedly toward the hills, safe
plains from the forested hills of Enter the Kaziranga Elevatedies. beneath the shadow of progress.
Karbi Anglong.Animals instinc- Corridor, a groundbreaking initia-  Prime Minister NarendraFor Kaziranga, this could mark
tively follow ancient migratory tive that promises to redefine thévlodi performed the bhoomithe beginning of a new era where
paths to reach these safer eleveelationship between infrastrucpujan or groundbreaking cerconnectivity strengthens rather
tions, crossing at nine identifiedure and conservation in one oémony for the project in Januarghan severs the bonds of its eco-
natural corridors where the terraiindia's most biodiverse regions2026, signaling strong governsystem.The elevated corridor
allows easier passage. Durind\pproved by the Cabinet Com-mental commitment to this dual-stands as more than steel and con-
peak flood seasons, herds of hagittee on Economi@ffairs in purpose endeavoAssam Chief crete; it represents a commitment
deer wild boat elephants, andOctober 2025 at an estimated coMinister Himanta Biswa Sarmato harmonyensuring that one of
even the occasional rhino venturef Rs 6,950 crore (with slighthas hailed it as a game-changer the planet's last great strongholds
onto the tarmac. Speeding vevariations in reported figuresmodel of human-animal coexistfor the one-horned rhino and
hicles, often traveling at higharound Rs 6,957 crore), theence where developmentrises littountless other species endures
speeds day and night, turn theggroject encompasses the widererally above conservation needdor generations to come.
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Karbi Community Celebrate ~ NRL completes worlds
Post-Harvest Festival ‘Hacha  longest HDD cossing for

Kekan' with Traditional Fervour  crude oil pipeline in the
3 . = — { tained eforts to bring this Brahmaputra

festival into the public
domain.As a result, the
celebration of Hacha
Kekan is now being
organised across various
locations in the two hill
districts of Karbi
Anglong, gradually gain-|
ing wider recognition. |
The festival is character
istically celebrated during : :
nighttime and has recently Bokakhat : Numaligarh Refinery Ltd (NRL) has
Kheroni: The tradi- marked the occasion.received appreciation be-2chieved a historic milestone on January 17 under the
tional post-harvest festival'Hacha Kekan’, which yond the Karbi commu- PNCPL Project with the successful completion of the
of the Karbi community means the post-harvestingity. People from dfer- Brahmaputra River HDD crossing— the wosldong-
known as ‘Hacha Kekan’, festival, is an old-age tra-ent communities and re-est river crossing for a 26-inch crude oil pipeline. NRL
was celebrated with greadition of the Karbi tribe. ligions now participate in announced the successful completion of the
enthusiasm and culturalTraditionally, the festival the celebations, reflecting Brahmaputra River crossing using advanced Horizon-
fervour on Monday night was observed at the vil-communal harmony andtal Directional Drilling (HDD) technology with inter
at Kheroni ChariAli in lage level or even indi- cultural inclusivity The section methodologgpanning a length of 4,058 meters,
West KarbiAnglong dis- vidually by families after event was granised under marking a significant achievement under the Paradip—
trict. The festival symbol- harvesting crops fromthe initiative of the BJP ST Numaligarh Crude Oil Pipeline (PNCPL) Project, a
izes the welcoming of farmlands or hill-based Morcha at Kheroni. Local key component of the Numaligarh Refinery Expansion
Goddess Lakshmi tojhum cultivation. Over artists showcased tradiProject (NREP). Despite challenging geographical con-
households after the hartime, with the objective of tional Karbi folk songs, straints of accessibility and site conditions, the project
vest of paddy and jhumshowcasing Karbi culturemusical instrumentsand t€ams showcased exceptional technical capahitiey
crops. Traditional songs, on a broader platform, thedances, creating a festivdiculous planning, and sustained execution to accom-
music and dance perfor Karbi Cultural Society atmosphere filled with joy Plish this significant crossing. NRL stated that the

mances by Karbi youthshas been making susand unity achievement reflectedfettive teamwork among NRL,
Ad EIL, and M/sTrenchless, supported by synchronized

t Japanese Encephalitis (JE) Vagssimes s zrdsone swme
cination drive launched in Sonitpur Chandubi bird census be-
— -— ]r tion. He uged citizens to glnS Wlth Wlde par“Clpatlon

I B

overcome fear and mis-
conceptions and to avalil =
the free JE vaccine prod _
vided by the government.
Emphasizing collective
responsibility he said
that vaccination was es{as -
sential not only for indi- E=ESEEEEE TS et F, IS
vidual safety but also for Deepshikha Nath, ChhaygaonThe annual Chandubi
protecting the wider bird census was held on January 12 with the participa-
community He called tion of a wide range of experts, researchers, forést of
upon citizens, social or cials and local residentshe census witnessed the in-
ganizations, and localvolvement of specialists from thfessam Bird Moni-
Tezpur : The Adult ily Welfare Department, leaders to work togethertoring Group, Banyabandhu aAiVRRO, along with
Japanese Encephalitigistrict health authorities,to make Sonitpur a JE-researchers from the Department of Zoo|dgguhati
(JE) vaccination representatives of UNDPfree district. District University“Forest oficials from the Lohaghat Range
programme was inaugu-and NHM, heads of vari- Commissioner Anand actively took part in the exercise, ensuring smooth co-
rated on January 19, at theus government departKumar Das stressed theprdination and systematic data collection throughout
Sonitpur District ments, journalists, and amportance of public the census period. Local residents from areas surround-
Commissione's Office large number of healthawareness, stating that Jing Chandubi, including members of the Navariya com-
premises.The important workers.The vaccination is a life-threatening viral munity, also joined hands with the experts to support
public health initiative drive was jointly inaugu- disease which mainlythe initiative.The census aims to monitor the popula-
was oganized under therated by the MLA and the spreads through mosquitaion, diversity and distribution of bird species in the
chairmanship ofTezpur district commissioner bites, with higher inci- Chandubi region, which is well known for its rich avian
MLA Prithiraj RavaThe Addressing the gathering,dence in rural and agri-biodiversity Participants recorded bird sightings across
programme was attendedvLA Prithiraj Rava high- culture-based @&as. He various locations over several days, contributing valu-
by District Commissioner lighted the seriousness ofippealed to all eligible able data for scientific research and conservation plan-
Anand Kumar Das, addi-Japanese Encephalitis anditizens between 15 andnhing. The collaborative éort of scientists, forest per
tional district commis- described vaccination a5 years of age to partici-sonnel and the local community reflects a growing
sioners, senior @itials the most diective and pate actively in the vac-awareness and commitment towards the protection and
from the Health and Fam-reliable means of preven-cination campaign. conservation oAssams unique birdlife.

-
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Bajali schoolboy builds Press Meet of
fully functional electric _ phechhengbar Heritage
mol el of Chadrayaan-3 Held in Bokakhat

ment has {ﬁEemeg’o?{iﬁEZ'A””“al Awards of Phechhengbar
of identifying and nurtur Heritage Announced
ing young innovators by -
providing them with
proper guidance, plat-
forms, and financial as-
sistance. Many believe
that with the right en-
= couragement and
5 it T s mentorship, Rahul hag
i e JESES L = the potential to become
Bajali : A 15-yearold hardship. Despite limiteda future engineer or sci
schoolboy from Bajali resources, Rahul hasentist who could contrib-
district has drawn wide- shown a deep passion foute meaningfully to the
spread admiration for hisscience, mechanics, anahation. Local residents
remarkable creativity andinnovation from an early and educators have ap
innovation after building age. His electric modelspealed toAssam Chief
fully functional electric reflect not only creativ- Minister Dr Himanta
toy models of ity but also a sound un-Biswa Sarma and Educa-_. L ,
Chandrayaan-3, JCB,derstanding of basic ention Minister Dr Ranoj ,‘[Z'al aﬂd cultural cg%n![iatlons, tl?hec?tsﬁn%tﬂz HC?.”'
tractor dumper jeep, gineering and electricalPegu to take note of thetage’ fﬁgﬁnnﬁhunceb gap?]lsazlggeg e28 3 edl-
ship, camera stand maderinciples. Inspired by young talent and extend.l'.?]n 0 ec e_ngba_r ni "?‘_d 'thotﬂ anuary
from Bamboo, and sev-India’s historic' necessary support, eng € p;o&ramge ISY elngsganlﬁe I\é\”k khe ;:oopgr%-
eral other vehicles usingChandrayaan-3 missioncouragement, and oppor}'<0r.‘I ?(h tel\\,lvt aol\r/|1 u‘(’j"?‘ Mang a, OtaC at, af[nw €
locally available materi- and the agricultural andtunities so that such ru-; allaknat INatya viandir anagelmen domm(lj he'
als such as cardboardconstruction machineryral innovations can be'nf [I):rﬁwohuhs yegrs, E'evf[:n anngflabawar fsand don_ours
boxes.The young inno- he observes in everydaynurtured and showcasecfh ec t‘sb\nhg %r fe':[rr'] age will be conierre urlpg
vator, RahulTalukdar is rural life, Rahul trans- on a lager platform.A € event. h ?éi 0 S eé)rogrz?tmme, a pf[e\?vsmcon er
a Class 9 student offormed simple ideas intoteacher from the schoolgnce was g ont ur][ %y a_terlr_1|oon a B keIZh t
SwahidAkhendra Uccha impressive working mod- said, “He is a very curi- esourcgsb F?rﬁ)arhrrr]]en b 'rﬁu' . c‘;use, oka ta’
MadhyamikVidyalaya, a els through self-learning,ous and hardworking Stu_organlsgd y SC b eng ar %” ag ePpres_sdmete .
government school incuriosity, and dedication. dent with a strong inter ‘gﬁs h?} rebsseH 'ty _af_\')vt ora, MreS| enChQ .
Bajali. He is the son ofHe is also interested inest in science and inno-¢ ect eng aé\d er agea . ?nestwar i aranlg_, dle
Dipak Talukdar an e- playing the Nagara atvation. Despite limited _Iecrg_ary,t anA VISor ag |é1c|3r_na[|)on_a y?ﬁc aime
rickshaw driver and various programmes andesources, he has demon) mf Irec OrP nu_[()jamt RO_r %OI. furm% e press |
KanaklataTalukdar resi- earns money by perform-strated exceptional cre-&?n (ejzret:n_?e, frteh5| gzth ag,'x ?]rha orgwa 3&"".?]”0%?)%%,,
dents of Doloi Gaon—ing with it. Teachers, ativity and problem-solv- € aetails OI € ith th el'ct efng ardnl af— h
Halgiri Ghat village in classmates, and locaing skills. We feel proud prograzrgrgg .I"Elhongp\k’]‘" hhe "?’) 0 l_?W'?}[r ees orl €
Bajali district. Coming residents have praised hisf his work and strongly Xear d 2026e h ec etr)mg ar ner agmnuda
from a financially poor work, calling it a matter believe that with proper vlvlar S':Kh dave N t?]enB anno'\LjInce , Ias
family, Rahuls achieve- of pride for Bajali and a guidance, he can reach Oh O\aﬁ' bagﬁn _tra 3 a K m!m;rda zozgn\ljona
ment stands as a powershining example of themuch lager platform and Ie_c _eng ar nentage I'a?aB% ok r i~ K( I(')tur .
ful example of determi- hidden talent present inbring pride toAssam and Nalism): Senior journalist Bhabananda Kalita o

: - - : . o ? Bokakhat.“Mohini Chetia Memorial Phechhengbar
nation triumphing over ruralAssam. His achieve-the nation. Heritage Prakritibandhiward—2026 (Nature Con-

servation): Nature lover Manoj Gogoi of
Oran to hOSt grand Celebratlon Of Kaziranga.“Komal Chandra Loing Memorial
' . ' . Phechhengbar Heritage Janaséward—2026 (Social
516t Blr Mahab”' Chllaral Da Service): Chairman oAssam Duck and Poultry De-
y velopment Corporation and noted social worker Manoj
) _ _ ~Saikia. Shukleswar Bharali and Binapani Bharali
Orang : Elaborate preparations ardanuary 2. Following this, a speciallemorial Phechhengbar Heritage Lifetime Cultural
underway in Orang for the grand obsegeneral meeting was held on JanuapchievementAward—2026: Eminent music director
vance of the 516th Bir Mahabir Chilarall8 at the Kalmuni Das Memorial Ceorof Assam Biman Baruah. Renuprabha Mahanta Me-
Day, scheduled to be held on Januadination Field in Bogoribari, namedmorial Phechhengbar Heritage Dinabandtward—
31 and February 1The two-day after Late freedom fighter Kalmuni Das2026 (Medical Service): Eminent physician of
programme is being jointly ganized The meeting was attended by advisorgpkakhat Dr Pulin Chandra Borkotoki. Phechhengbar
by the Udalguri District Koch- executive members, faide bearers from Heritage Sajidur (Papu) Rahman Memorial Cultural
Rajbongshi Sanmilani and the Orandistrict and regional committeesEminence Honour—2026: Nationally acclaimed sculp-
Anchalik Koch-Rajbongshi Sanmilaniwomens wing representatives, andor, visual artist, actorplaywright and theatre direc-
One of the main highlights of the celmembers associated with the souvenir Mano Bora. Phechhengbar Heritage Sajidur (Papu)
ebration will be a spectacular masgublication committee. It was presidegkahman Memoria¥oung Entrepreneukward—2026:
Kushaan dance performance by neartwer by District President Maheshwagmeging businessman of Bokakhat Deba Pratim
1,000 young women, reflecting the riclbas, while the objectives of the meeBora.“The detailed programme schedule for the event
cultural heritage and traditions of théng were explained by General Secrgo be held on 28 January was also announced during
Koch-Rajbongshi communityAs part tary Braj Deka. Detailed discussionghe press conferencAmong others, Hariman Bori,

of the preparations, a ceremoniakere held on the overall preparationsdvisor of Phechhengbar Heritage, was present at
Laikhuta programme wasganized on for the upcoming celebration. the press meet.

Arindam Bapanash, Bokakhat : In connection
with Republic Dayone of Bokakhas' prominent so-
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condnue from pageno 3 Pradip Nath : A Life in Art, Cartoon, and Conscience

eminentAssamese literature,Pradip commands across disci- Among the most recognisableand creative workshops—stands
collaborating with celebratedplines. Eminent litterateur Homerfeatures of his visual language ias a testament to the transforma-
writers including Homen Borgohain has also attended, sighe recurring motif of threetive power of talent guided by em-
Borgohain, DrHiren Gohain, Dr nalling the profound connectionleaves and a brancfihis sym- pathy moral reflection, and per
Rita Chowdhury Anuradha between Pradig art and bol, subtle yet persistent, represeverance. He has never severed
Sharma Pujari, and DArupa Assamese literary heritagéisi- sents continuity across generahis roots while reaching outward;
Patangia Kalita. Five of theseors consistently remark on thdions, the quiet resilience of life,instead, he has carried the sensi-
works received the prestigiougemotional depth, symbolic resoand the interconnection betweehbilities of his birthplace into ev-
SahityaAkademiAward, reflect- nance, and contemplative qualitypast, present, and future. It sugery sphere he has entered, enrich-
ing the synagy between his visualof his paintings, where everygests growth that is ganic ing them with authenticity and
interpretations and literary esbrushstroke, coloyrand motif rather than forceful, survivalcultural depth. His life and work
sence. Each cover is a deliberatepnveys aesthetic beauty along-ooted in harmony rather tharcollectively afirm that true artis-
considered composition, translatside ethical and philosophical redominance. Equally deliberate igic success lies not merely in rec-
ing intricate narratives, themesflection.” Beyond the canvashis use of the colour red, whiclognition but in sustained integrity
and moods into visual languag®radips personal presence is erappears across gfrent phases and meaningful contribution.
that deepens the reatlkeengage- chanting. He often communicatesf his work as a signifier of in-  We extend our heartfelt wishes
ment with the texfThrough these with a mild smile on his lips, atensity emotional depth, passionto Pradip Nath for enduring
works, Pradip exemplifies a rarecute expression on his face, andsacrifice, and vitality Red in health, creative fulfilment, and
ability to bridge literature and vi- gentle, endearing talking style. H&radip5 art is never ornamentalpersonal serenity in the years
sual art, elevating the writtenis naturally charming, approachit is a pulse, a reminder of lie’ ahead. May his days continue to
word through the power of imageable, and exudes warmth, makingrgency and its moral weighito- be guided by the quiet discipline

His versatility extends into him instantly beloved by studentsgether these motifs lend hisand inner balance that have long
animation and telefilms, reflect-colleagues, and admirers alikepaintings a contemplative cokershaped both his life and his art.
ing his capacity to integrateWhether teaching, mentoringgnce, inviting viewers to pauseAs time deepens experience, may
imagination, technical skill, andexhibiting, or engaging socially reflect, and engage inwardlyhis vision mature with wisdom,
cultural storytelling. Notable he embodies a rare combinatiorather than merely observe.  allowing his work to grow ever
works include the animatedof artistic masterymoral integrity As a cartoonist, Pradip Nathmore contemplative, humane, and
project Bubus Dream (2001) for and personal charisma that condemonstrates a rare balance oésonant with truth. May his in-
Doordarshan, Guwahati, inspireagnands respect and admiration. satire, humoyrand empathyHis tegrity, which has remained
by a song by Zubeen Ggrand In recognition of his extraer cartoons do not ridicule for theuncompromised through decades
the telefilmA Japanese Girl, di-dinary contributions, Pradipsake of laughternor do they of artistic and professional en-
rected by Manju Bora forNath was awarded th€rani moralise with harshness. Insteadjagement, continue to stand as a
Doordarshan, Delhi.These Kanta Barmarmward in 2022, they gently yet firmly exposemoral compass in a world often
projects translated literary angresented by Bimal Bora, thercontradictions within society tempted by expedience over prin-
musical expression into visualCultural Minister oAssam.This politics, and human behaviaurciple.
narratives, blending rhythm,award honours his artistic excelWith economy of line and clar  May his unwavering dedica-
symbolism, and ethical reflec-lence, dedication to nurturingity of thought, he addresses cortion to art and education keep in-
tion. His animation work dem-talent, and promotion oftemporary social, political, andspiring future generations of art-
onstrates a commitment to creAssamese culture nationally andultural issues, provoking reflec4sts, thinkers, and visual storytell-
ating art that communicategnternationally It stands as bothtion without alienation. His ers, encouraging them to pursue
moral and cultural ideas, ratherecognition of his mastery and afhumour is humanised, oftercreativity not merely as a profes-
than simply visual spectacle.firmation of his lifelong commit- tinged with compassion, allow-sion but as a path of responsibil-
Pradip has also showcased himment to art as a moral and culing even sharp critique to remainty and ethical awareness.
work internationally highlight- tural enterprise. accessible and thought-provokThrough his mentorship, teach-
ing both the universality and Pradips paintings are distin-ing. Through this visual com-ing, and example, may young tal-
specificity of his vision. He par guished by an expressive and asaentary he creates a space foents find both confidence and
ticipated in exhibitions in Mos- sured brushwork that speaks adialogue and awareness, reminadtonscience, legaing to see the
cow, Russia, presenting his paintmuch through silence as througing readers that humour can beworld with sensitivity empathy
ings to collectors, critics, and encolour. His canvases pulse withpowerful instrument of truth and intellectual honestiay his
thusiasts, where his integratiowvibrant hues, yet never descendlhen guided by conscience. art schools, classrooms, illustra-
of traditionalAssamese motifsinto mere decoration; each Underlying all of Pradi ar tions, and canvases continue to
with contemporary techniquescolour is chosen with deliberadistic expressions is a deeply heléunction as spaces of learning, re-
garnered admiratiorAt Cairo tion, each stroke guided by amonviction that aesthetic beautylection, and cultural continuity
University, Egypt, he conductedinner logic rooted in emotion,and moral insight are insepa- As his work travels beyond
painting workshops, sharing histhics, and lived experience. Surable. For him, art is not an esgeographical and linguistic
philosophy and techniques witlrealist elements frequently surcape from reality but a means oboundaries, may it further enrich
students and em@ing artists, face in his compositions, not agngaging with it more honestlyAssams cultural landscape
fostering intercultural dialoguestylistic indulgence but as aand sensitivelywWhether through while also resonating across bor
and inspiration. His exhibitionsphilosophical language throughpainting, illustration, or cartoon,ders, speaking to universal hu-
in London further confirmed thewhich he examines the layeredhis work afirms that visual po- man experiences through a dis-
global resonance éfssamese artrealities of human existenceetry, ethical questioning, and sotinctly local voice. May his vi-
and the universal appeal of hisaces appear contemplativegial responsibility can coexist har sual language continue to bridge
creative philosophy bodies seem suspended betwe@moniously His art does not shout,generations, disciplines, and cul-

Domestically Pradips exhibi- worlds, and landscapes often blut listens, observes, and thenures, reinforcing the belief that
tions at the &&teArt Gallery, the boundary between the reapeaks with quiet authorjtiflu- art rooted in authenticity and
Guwahati have become landmarknd the imagined, reflecting theminating truths that might other compassion can illuminate
cultural eventsThese shows at-fragile, uncertain, and deeplywise remain unseen. shared truths. In this enduring
tract critics, art enthusiasts, andulnerable nature of life itself. = Through decades of unwaverjourney may Pradip Nath leave
distinguished personalities fromThrough these visual narrativesing dedication, Pradip Nath has®ehind alegacy not measured
Assams literary musical, and Pradip explores themes of humaameged as one ghssams most solely by awards or recognition,
cultural spheresAmong notable fragility and resilience, the inevi-respected and beloved culturabut by the lives he has touched, the
attendees have been celebratedbility of mortality, ethical di- figures. His journey—from the minds he has shaped, and the quiet
musiciansAngaraag Mahanta,lemmas that confront societyquiet lanes and rural rhythms of/et lasting imprint of conscience,
popularly known as Papon, an@nd the increasingly strained ye€Changsari to the demandindpeautyand reflective thought that
Zubeen Gag, whose presenceinseparable relationship betweeworlds of newspapers, literarydefineshis remarkable contribu-
underscores the admiratiorhumans and the natural world. circles, international exhibitions,tion to art and society
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e ‘Hepah’ unvelled
PM V B t i i
ags off Vande Bhara seeﬁgr | Palasbarl

train; CM Dr . Sarma attends t
ceremony

scheduled to depart from Kamakhya at 18:15 hrs, and reach Howr
08:15 hrs on the next morning. In the return trip, the train is scheduld®
depart from Howrah at 18:20 hrs, and reach Kamakhya at 08:20 hr{}%
next day Speaking on the occasion, Chief Minister Barma said that| M
North Eastern Region once considered as periphay now beenig&'s
transformed into a centre of importance with improved modesk "% : o
connectivity Thanks to the NDAgovernment led by Prime Ministe§ : :

Narendra Modi, who brought North East at the centre of all impor j,'JI;J'_ Wy T |
government priorities, DrSarma statedThe Chief Minister on the | I."J ']'['I || ||,| | ‘fll = N
| 1l | | I
! II|

.

occasion also thanked the Prime Minister for flaggirighef firstVande
Bharat sleeper between Kamakhya and Howrah. Introduction of the &%
will augur well in revolutionizing the rail connectivity in the region. Hoeepshikha Nath, Chhaygaon The autobiographical book
expressed hope that the train will definitely further strengthen the befghah’, authored by writer Hitesh Kalita, was unveiled at a
of friendship and boost cultural and religious tourism of the both hegramme held "at Rampur in Palasbari LAC on
states. DrSarma moreover said that under the NfAernment there Monday“Releasing the book, Editor of Niyomiya Barta newspa-
has been an intensive focus on improvement of the railway infrastrugigfeNaresh Kalita remarked that articles submitted for publica-
in Assam and other Northeastern states in recent years. He said thgbthi& newspapers should be rich in facts and present fresh per
transport and logistics infrastructureAssam is crucial for economicspectives. He further observed that the various situations and en-
development of the region considerisgsams$ geo-strategic location invironments one encounters in life play a crucial role in shaping a
the countryHe also said that the focus of the Centre can be clearly s@@@r. He stated that society requires leaders not only in politics
from the series of development activities, ushering a new connectifyalso in agriculture, industry and cultuFee meeting, anchored
revolution in the region. He in this regard also expressed his gratitudg Pritirekha Bhuyan, was also addressed by retired professor Dr
the Prime Minister who will also flag ftfivo Amrit Bharat Expres$rains  Praneshwar Nath and social worker Biswanath Goyamnong

from Kaziranga on Sundainister Environment and Forests Chandighers. Several distinguished guests, including senior BJP leader
Mohan PatowaryUnion Minister of &ate for Externahffairs Pabitra Dinesh Choudhurysenior journalist#\nil Kalita and Bimal
Margherita, MPs Bijuli Kalita Medhi, Pradan Baruah, Bhubanesv@tiarma, retired Principal Dr Shailendra Narayidrakuria,
Kalita, MLA Atul Bora, GM NF Railway Chetan Kumar Srivastava amthnchayat President Hiran Das, Councimima Das, and

host of other dignitaries were present on the occasion at the Kamakbpaflla Kalita, were felicitated with traditional phulam gamochas

Railway station. during the event.“At the end of the programme, author Hitesh
¢ n’ 1 Kalita, a software engineer who had returned home after working
Gaanor Dln Celebrated In for a long period in the United&es, shared brief reflections on
Bar eta his journey of overcoming childhood struggles and challenges to
P
move towards success.

Diganta BharatiTraditionally held in Guwahati, this year the event
was oganised in Barpeta as tribute to the artist whose musical FTe-
ations have inspired generations of listeners across the Ataggies Deep Sea
of social and cultural activities were held as part of the day-long fel-
ebrations.A blood-donation camp, music competitions, and cultural m Farbi Ahmed, Dibrugarh
performances BYAssamese singers in the evening were major high; : .
lights of the Gaanor Din evem blood donation camp ganized at [ YOU aré wrenching my heart Oh Sea!!
the Barpeta District Library saw enthusiastic participation from DigahtiQY could nurture me instead
Bharati himself, along with several prominent artists, local journalift&/Ny do you choose poignancy over pleals'Méfbn...You
and social workers, reflecting the evergpirit of social responsibility | ¢&n be both the nurturer and the ravager!!

A state-level music competition was alsgamized, focusing on song$ Shallow and deep you are!!

by legendary singer Bhupen Hazarika as well as popular numbers frBW'?pmg my void canvas intgour feet
the Diganta Bharati and late cultural artist Zubeeng@arollabora- | D€€pen it with florican breed

tion. Contestants from dérent districts ofAssam participated in thel D€vour the gloom and appease us |
music competition showcasing their musical talent and paying hon]dg the nurturer and not the ravager!!

. . : Mobile : 91014-48284
CM Sarma distributes seed capital —

to over 36,000 women In Palasbaripeath Of Eminent SO-

improve infrastructure in the area.“Dr Sarma reiterated the goversme

commitment to women empowerment through entrepreneurship and saig, g -
the MMUA scheme has played a key role in economically empowering Ia Wor er P ra I p

women acrosassam.

Two rhino calves eleased back Kumar Baruah

intO KaZiI‘anga M Hashim Ali, Dibrugar h : Pradip Kumar

separated from their mothers during devastating floods and V&&eiah, originally a resident of Kenduguri No
rescued from the Mihimukh and Kathori areas of Kohdtey were Bamun Gaon in Jorhat district and presently
being reared at the Panbwildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation CentreSiding amolapatty Dibrugarh, passed away ¢
After being cared for at the centre for the past five years, arrangeniggtgight of January 16 Assam Medical Col;
were made offuesday by the Kaziranga National Park authorities!€§€, Dibrugarh. He was 78 years old at the t
release the two rhino caives into the pdiey were transported fronf his death.Baruah had served as the Pres
the centre in two lge wooden crates and released into the wild. Ripthe DibrugarbArt Players Society and th
microchips have been implanted in the bodies of the two rhino calf#drugarhAmolapatty Duga Puja Committee
instead, they will remain under routine monitoring by forest guatdsHe was also a founding member of the Kendu,... =
present, thaVildlife Rescue and Rehabilitation Cenire is also rearifgltural Society in Jorhat. His last rites were performed at
one female rhino calf, several elephantsfdiofcalves, and a leopardK€nduguri No. 2 Bamun Gaon.
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YoungAssamese bayAsik Ahmed, rec- - Tiger carcass ecoveed
ognized forexcellence, eceives the pes- - In Kaziranga National
tigious PADMA SHREE GLOBAL EX- Park & Tiger Reserve

CELLENCE AWARD 2026 e o T e e o A g g o

of a female tiger was found in the Kathpora area

ScienceWorker with the Bharat Janunder the Bagorl rangéccording to prellmlnary in-
sociated with the “Science Exhibitiorfue to infighting. Following the dlscoverj(NPTR

Science andechnologyDepartment of Posal of the carcass in accordance with ttamdard

- Science andechnologyGovernment of Operating Procedures (SOP) of the Natiohaler
FADNA SHREEGLODAL India, New Delhi.The initiative aimed ConservatlorAuthorlty (NTCA).

EXCELLENCE AWARD 2026 to raise awareness among studenfs
BA !I-‘ud'[.‘mh! BA Fnd’cmm

Ulits Natlanal Asvard s Praiiglly Presedied to teacherS, and rural communities throua

interactive demonstrations of scientifi

principles, low-cost experiments, an@IE il R EE v e o, 2= =en

explanations of the science behind ev- it e A Gl
Wik Alimed eryday phenomen@longside appear ; e frt |t e, e s oo 2 Ir=ﬂr

ances on media and news channel plat-.;
forms, he has appeared as a guestin ovecJIJi
29 programs, revealing the science be-

2 - o

hind his magical activities. It should be wil

mentioned that he has collaborated with, 4 A PRt :
the Pub NalbariAssam Block ! = suengiiee sessrass | 5% |ssaso-6120. 8538138348
Aryabhatta Science Centre. Recently . | Fiam e [ | (T ] 1 '
last yearBharat Jangigyan Jatha pub- - it , 1| i
lished his book BibidVigyan. In addi- it | e e ) ] e i v e

tion to his writing and science outreach,
Guwabhati, Assam:A youth writer from he has rendered exemplary service in t
Assam,Asik Ahmed, has been recognews media, promoting societal deve

nized with a NationaAward from Jeevan opment. Recognizing his sustained e
Jagriti Seva Sansthanrfhis significant forts over the yearg\hmed was selected
contributions to literature, science comto receive this prestigious award in Jan

munication, and mediaAhmed has ary 2026.The honor highlights his role Taste qfﬁssdm
authored numerous articles in variouas a dynamic young writer and comm
Assamese newspapers and has also writeator, inspiring youth and fostering g
ten many contents for various digitatulture of curiositylearning, and inno-
news platforms. He has published fouration acrossAssam.This FADMA
books—Samayar Sotat Chintadhar8@8HREE GLOBAL EXCELLENCE
Paribartan, Bibidhvigyan, Sampratik AWARD 2026, in Januaryis presented
Shomoy and HridoyarAnubhab—re- in recognition of his outstanding contri
flecting his dedication to spreadindutions to youth literature and social de
knowledge and engaging readers of alelopment through media and scieng

ages. In January 2020, he served as@mmunication.
th CheCk.up i< Chicken Item

Free medical and health check-up  [Eases
camp organised at Barpeta district Jal i

camp was conducted atler the professional guid-JL gl g {=1s N s4[+-]
Barpeta district jail, un- ance of DrAinul Haque, B EE=FNT
der the NationahYUSH Mondia Model Hospital, :
Mission, Assam, by the and Dr Ashadul Ali, RLARLATILCIaRIC]
Arogya Care Foundation,Medical & Health Of- BEd=FYeT=1-18
Nagaon, on Sundapur- ficer, Jail Hospital.The
ing the camp, medicalprogramme was sup-Batikiaseals
check-ups of prisonersported by a dedicatedi Ed sy §{=1=]
were carried out. Freeteam of paramedical staf = Tea
medicines were also dis-from the Joint Director of
tributed and free medicalHealth Services, who ex- .
counselling was providedtended active cooperatio AT ROEd, Near MOFIQHOI‘I Bus Stand
Nagaon :A free medi- to the inmates. The and assistance throughout Nagaon (ASSEITI)
cal and health check-upcamp was conducted unthe camp.

g Chowmin
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Vigyan Jatha and has been actively a§estigation, it is suspected that the female tiger died

onWheels,” an initiative catalyzed an irector Sonali Ghosh constituted a committee to
supported by the National Council fofonduct the post-mortem examination and ensure dis-






